FULL SCORE

For Thomas G. Everett
and the
Harvard University Wind Ensemble

A BAKER'S TALE

(Suite for Band)

By DAVID SNOW

I. Le Promenade du Patissier
II. Meditations a la Croissance Spirituel
III. Hymne au Village Céleste

IV. Dénoument

Performance Time - 11:30



Notes To The Director:

The key to a successful performance of “A Baker’s Tale” is to be sensitive to its ironic mix of humor and
sentiment. This means keeping the up-tempo sections of the piece moving and playing the slower
movements with unrestrained expressiveness.

The first movement (“The Baker's March”) requires a precise, metronomic beat along with tight staccato
articulations. Do not drag. Pay particular attention to the notated note durations, accents and dynamic
markings. For example, in the first two measures, there is a sudden change in dynamics from forte to piano,
whereas, unless the downbeat in measure two is very short, the off-beat figures will be obscured. This is
also true of the trumpet solo (measure 5) and clarinet solo (measure 9). Take special note of the sforzando
markings in the accompanying figures in measure 5 as well. The sixteenth-note figures in the trumpet and
trombone sections at measure 31 must be played very soft and staccato so as not to take away from the
flute and oboe lines above. These instructions really apply to the movement as a whole, since similar
figures occur throughout.

The second movement (“Meditations Upon Spiritual Growth”) begins with a long, expressive alto
saxophone solo. The indicated metronome marking of 96 is merely an approximation. It should be played
molto rubato, and the soloist given great leeway. Note that in measure 3, the A# and C# carry, but the G
is natural. Be sure to exaggerate and bring out the trombone glissandos in measures 20-22.

As indicated in the score, the faster section, beginning in measure 24, should be precise and lightly
articulated. Keep the accompanying sixteenths in the clarinets and bassoons from overpowering the solo oboe.

The lyrical section beginning at measure 49, again should be played in tempo and not allowed to drag.
Make it sing. By contrast, the klezmer-like “brass band” in measures 57-69 should be tight and snappy.
After a reprise of the lyrical section in measures 70-79, the movement returns to the style of the earlier
faster section.

The third movement (“Hymn to the Celestial Village”) is pure song. Make it flowing and lyrical. The
accompanying eighth-note bassoon figures starting in measure 16 should be smooth and unobtrusive in
order to give the music its forward motion. Pay close attention to the pyramiding chordal figures in
measures 53-54 (bassoons and clarinets), 57-58 (trombones, bassoons and clarinets), 90-91 (saxophones,
clarinets, basses, trombones and horns), and measure 95 (bassoons and clarinets). Each entrance of a
“pyramiding” instrument should be accented in order to highlight the effect.

Resist the temptation in the final movement (“Denoument”) to rush the tempo. Everybody likes a rousing
finale, but pushing the tempo too hard will affect the sixteenth and triplet figures from measures 113-124.
The fermata on the solo trumpet note in measure 141 requires particular attention because it precedes the
final two measures which must be in tempo and together. Again, throughout “A Baker's Tale,” rhythmic
precision is the key.
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II. Meéditations a la Croissance Spirituel
(Meditations Upon Spiritual Growth)
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III. Hymne au Village Céleste

(Hymn to the Celestial Village)
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